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by these men, Nadir had made no attempt to force his way through the
formidable defences of Qandahar. He was now able to adopt more
vigorous measures.
On the 9th Shawwal, 1150 (joth January, ^1738), Nadirs troops
attacked the defences at several points^and met with a certain measure of
success. A number of the outer bastions and towers on the plain were
taken; simultaneously, another body of men scaled the north-eastern end of
the Qaitul ridge near the steps known as the Chihil Zina,1 where they took a
strong stone tower. The Persians then, with the greatest difficulty, hauled
cannon and mortars up to this commanding position, whence they were able
to bombard much of the fortress, including an extremely strong tower
further to the south-west known as the Burj-i-Dada.2
Although the fire of these cannon caused considerable damage to the
fortifications, the defenders worked so zealously every night repairing the
breaches that the walls remained, apparently, as strong as ever.3
As the Bakhtiari contingent had repeatedly urged Nadir to allow them
to deliver an assault, he at length gave them permission to do so : accord-
ingly, on the 13th March, 900 volunteers, of whom one-third were
Bakntiaris and the remainder Abdalis and Chamishgazak Kurds, advanced
to the attack. IJusain, however, had received warning beforehand, and
had concentrated his men at the threatened point ; the result was
that the assailants were repulsed with the loss of 200 killed and
wounded.*
It was probably at this stage (if Muhammad Kazim is to be believed)
that a man named Dad (or Dayad) Khan came to one of Nadir's commanders
and offered to enter Qandahar and glean particulars of the state of the
defences. As this man had previously served under Husain and had
complained to him of Nadir's ways, he would, he said, have no difficulty
in gaining access to the Ghalzai leader and obtaining much valuable
information. On Dad Khan's offer being accepted, he departed on his
mission. He was well received by flusain, and succeeded in obtain-
ing all the data that he required. Alleging that he was going to
assassinate Nadir, he then made his way back to the Persian lines. He
reported to Nadir that there were sufficient provisions in the city to last
for three or four years. The walls, he continued, were enormously
strong, but a way through could nevertheless be forced if a resolute
attack were launched on the Burj-i-Dada and the lines behind it on a
lFor a description of the Chihil Zina and of the Emperor Babtir's inscription in the chamber
cut m the rock there, see BeUew's Journal of a Mission to Afghanistan in 1857, p. 233.
1 T.N., p. 185, Dwrrayi-Nadira, p. 162.	3/ *    °°
*2<N-' PP- *44 and 145-
*£^*DtlHfa^a*i*' P-.I62; J°nes Wol> XI, p. 406) incorrectly states that the
force numbered 300 in all.	,

